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BOLERO SPONSORS
Thank you for sponsoring the 2024 Timeless Hope Gala!
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MAMBO SPONSORS
Thank you for sponsoring the 2024 Timeless Hope Gala!
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CHA-CHA SPONSORS
Thank you for sponsoring the 2024 Timeless Hope Gala!
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SALSA SPONSORS
Thank you for sponsoring the 2024 Timeless Hope Gala!

NADIA
ATISHA

JAMES & 
SARA 

HAMAMA

VINCE & 
ANNE 
HANA

https://www.encoredevco.com/


Ballroom Reception  6:30 pm
Open Premium Bar  

Featuring Tito’s Handmade Vodka

Entertainment  7:15 pm
Performance By Natalka

Event Remarks  7:20 pm
Mark Zawaideh 

Master of Ceremonies

Prayer
Fr. Pierre Konja

Dinner & Live Auction  8:00 pm
Dinner prepared for our honored guests 

by Shenandoah Country Club

Timeless Giving Award  8:05pm
Presented by Kristin Olmedo 
UCFS-CALC President & CEO

Awarded to Dr. Tiffany Zair-Yalda

Late Night Snacks  9:00 pm
Sarokis

Rollow Bar
Detroit Royal Sweets

Wildbills Tobacco
Breeze Smoke

Raffle Closes  9:30 pm
Basket Raffle winners announced

Must be present to winMust be present to win
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EVENING PROGRAM 



Empowering people in need
CHALDEAN AMERICAN LADIES OF CHARITY

MARK Z
MARK Z is a distinguished figure in the world of real estate and the driving 
force behind Z Real Estate, a dynamic agency known for its remarkable 

accomplishments in the Metro Detroit area. With an impressive track record  
of over one billion dollars in real estate transactions and the successful sale of 
more than 7,500 homes throughout his career, MARK Z is a name synonymous  

with excellence and professionalism.

Because of his passion for helping individuals and families achieve their real estate 
dreams, he has guided his clients through the complexities of the housing market 

with ease and expertise. Mark’s dedication extends beyond the realm of real estate. 
He is deeply involved in the local community and supports various charitable 

initiatives, further solidifying his reputation as a leader with a heart for giving back.

Thank you for generously donating your  
MC services to support UCFS-CALC!

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
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ENTERTAINMENT

Natalka Cap
 

A two-time World  
and U.S. Champion,  

seven-time Ohio  
Star Ball Champion,  

U.S. Mambo Champion, 
and a master of ballroom 

and Latin dance.

Dance Per formance
Renee Jadan

Dance performance sponsored by 
Renee Jadan
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Jim Alban  
Jim has been a professional auctioneer for over 30 years, 

conducting hundreds of benefit and charity events across the 
Central and Southwest regions of the USA and Canada. He is a 

contributing author of “Boost Your Benefit Auction: Fundraising Tips 
From Pro Auctioneers” by Jenelle Taylor. 

Known for his expertise, Jim not only serves as an auctioneer 
and event advisor but also as a successful marketing and public 
relations professional. He offers strategic advice and solutions for 
fund development challenges, supported by his extensive network 
in the corporate world, media, sports, and entertainment. Jim is a 
member of the National and Michigan Auctioneers Associations.

AUCTIONEER



Core Purpose
To provide programs that guide, 

support, and empower individuals 
to achieve self-sufficiency with 

dignity & hope.

Agency Vision
To be recognized as the community 
leader in transitioning those in need 

to self-sufficiency.
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Mary Dabish 
1961–1962

Awatif Misho 
1976–1977

Rosemary Antone 
1982–1986, 1988–
1990, 1996–2000

Jane Shallal
2000–2004

Clair Konja
2004–2008

Sally Najor
2008–2009

Gloria Kassa
2012–2014

Rita Foumia
2014–2017

Renee Yaldo
2019–2022

LeeAnn Kirma
2009–2012, 2017–
2019, 2023–2024

Victoria Atchoo 
1963–1964

Julia Hakim 
1964–1966, 1978–
1982, 1990–1994

Edith John 
1966–1967

Ruby Najor Huhn 
1969–1970

Farial Dickow
1970–1971

Joane Thomas
1971–1973

Margueritte Esshaki
1975–1976

Margarett Sarafa
1962–1963, 1967–1969,  
1973–1975, 1977–1978,  
1986–1988, 1994–1996

Empowering people in need
CHALDEAN AMERICAN LADIES OF CHARITY

The success of the Chaldean American Ladies of Charity always comes down to its people.  
Here are the leaders who have helped shape UCFS-CALC over the years into the strong humanitarian organization it is today. 

WOMEN BEHIND OUR MISSION



Sixty-three years ago, a remarkable journey began with the founding of the Chaldean American Ladies 
of Charity (CALC). It emerged from the compassionate hearts of a small group of visionary women 

who sought to make a profound difference in the lives of the less fortunate, the ailing, the elderly, and 
the newest arrivals to our nation. Their pioneering spirit and enduring mission remain as relevant today 

as they were in 1961. CALC has since grown from an all-volunteer agency into a large organization 
providing wrap-around services and programs through qualified staff, Board members, and volunteers. 
In 2016, the Board adopted the expanded name of United Community Family Services (UCFS) to better 
deliver the message of an organization supporting the community and families in Southeast Michigan. 

Through decades of dedication, CALC’s mission has continued to ignite inspiration among our leaders, 
members, and supporters. We have touched the lives of thousands of families, provided sustenance 

and addressed the fundamental needs of those who find themselves in the depths of hardship. Yet, our 
evolution in response to the ever-changing needs of our community has been equally steadfast.  

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to you, our valued partners, for your unconditional support and for 
being an integral part of our enduring mission and vision. 

Sincerely, 

UCFS-CALC Board of Directors 
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD



2020 Family Vision

Specializing in Dry Eye treatment, specialty lenses, 
glaucoma and macular degeneration!

30660 W. 12 Mile Rd.
Farmington Hills, MI 48334

(248) 737-3937

42081 W. 14 Mile Rd.
Novi, MI 48337
(248) 859-4221

81 Indianwood
Lake Orion, MI 48362

(248) 693-2321 

1769 Washtenaw
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

(734) 483-2100

1611 S. Opdyke Rd.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304

(248) 858-2535

COMPREHENSIVE EYE EXAMS

CONTACT LENS EXAMS

DIABETIC EYE EXAMS

PEDIATRIC EXAMS

20/20 Family Vision

Comprehensive eye exams, Diabetic Eye Exams, Contact Lens Exams,
Pediatric Exams

Specializing in Dry Eye Treatment, Specialty Lenses, Glaucoma & Macular
Degeneration

30660 W. 12 Mile Rd.            42081 W. 14 Mile Rd.        81 Indianwood 1769 Washtenaw
Farmington Hills, MI 48334          Novi, MI 48337 Lake Orion, MI 48362     Ypsilanti, MI 48197

248-737-3937                  248-859-4221 248-693-2321               734-483-2100

20/20 Family Vision

Comprehensive eye exams, Diabetic Eye Exams, Contact Lens Exams,
Pediatric Exams

Specializing in Dry Eye Treatment, Specialty Lenses, Glaucoma & Macular
Degeneration

30660 W. 12 Mile Rd.            42081 W. 14 Mile Rd.        81 Indianwood 1769 Washtenaw
Farmington Hills, MI 48334          Novi, MI 48337 Lake Orion, MI 48362     Ypsilanti, MI 48197

248-737-3937                  248-859-4221 248-693-2321               734-483-2100

20/20 Family Vision

Comprehensive eye exams, Diabetic Eye Exams, Contact Lens Exams,
Pediatric Exams

Specializing in Dry Eye Treatment, Specialty Lenses, Glaucoma & Macular
Degeneration

30660 W. 12 Mile Rd.            42081 W. 14 Mile Rd.        81 Indianwood 1769 Washtenaw
Farmington Hills, MI 48334          Novi, MI 48337 Lake Orion, MI 48362     Ypsilanti, MI 48197

248-737-3937                  248-859-4221 248-693-2321               734-483-2100

DR. TIFFANY ZAIR-YALDA DR. TIFFANY ZAIR-YALDA DR. RUDOLPH DEMERCURIO DR. RUDOLPH DEMERCURIO DR. SALY ELIAS DR. SALY ELIAS DR LINDSEY ELLICOTT- GASTA DR LINDSEY ELLICOTT- GASTA 
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR
It has been an honor and privilege to serve during the United Community Family Services - 

Chaldean American Ladies of Charity (UCFS-CALC) 63 years of existence as Board Chair, volunteer, 
and member for over 28 years. To have been given the opportunity to follow in the footsteps of 
this organization’s past leaders has been an amazing and rewarding journey. The success and 

accomplishments of this past year could not have been possible without the dedicated executive 
and advisory board members, remarkable staff, kind-hearted volunteers, and generous donors.

Year over year, support from corporations, local businesses, and individuals within and beyond 
our Chaldean community continues to grow. This ongoing support has made it possible 

for UCFS-CALC to continue to help immigrants, refugees, and those in need throughout our 
community. Our Sharehouse and Food Pantry continues to thrive in providing fresh and 

nonperishable food, clothing, furniture, and household necessities to individuals and families.

Our organization will continue to grow and prosper in the many years to come. Our continuous 
help to our community in need would not be possible without our Chaldean community and 

community partners. From an early age, most of us have been taught to have compassion, help 
others, and give back when we can. An individual’s act of giving back comes in many forms. 
It may be volunteering your time, supporting events, donating items no longer being used, or 

providing financial assistance. The key is to get involved.

Thank you to all for your continued support and dedication. 

With Pride in the Past… Confidence in the Present… Hope for the future.
Blessings to you all, 

LeeAnn Kirma, Board Chair





TIMELESS GIVING AWARD HONOREE
Dr. Tiffany Zair-Yalda 

“As a Chaldean American woman, I find it important to 
remember my roots and give back to the community 
from which I came. Witnessing the struggles of many 
of our parents and the new refugees arriving in the 
U.S. reminds me of how crucial it is to support our 

community. Knowing how hard UCFS-CALC works for 
our neighbors in need inspires me to contribute in any 

way I can. Supporting each other will only make us 
stronger as a community.” 
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BASIC NEEDS CENTER
Assisting families in crisis and meeting their critical needs of clothing and shelter.

SHAREHOUSE





Empowering people in need
CHALDEAN AMERICAN LADIES OF CHARITY

Your support has a direct impact! In 2023, United Community Family Services has 
been supporting people in need since 1961, providing programs that guide, support 

and empower individuals to achieve self-sufficiency with dignity and hope.

Community + Identity + Value + Dignity + Empowerment

4,739 Volunteer hours = $118,900  
shared labor with corporate  

groups & individuals.

Over 12,000  
people served.
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SUPPORT

Our 6,050 sq. ft warehouse with 
food pantry and basic needs center.

54,529 items distributed.

382,510 pounds of food provided.



I am proud and honored to have you as my fellow Chaldean sisters, keep up the amazing work!

Specializing in Bridal and Custom Made Jewelry    GIA Diamonds    Since 1997
Orchard Lake, West Bloomfield Township    (248) 709-7797    By Appointment Only
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Raise your paddles!
Your generous contribution to the Timeless Hope Giving portion of our auction will help  

UCFS-CALC continue to serve our neighbors in need with dignity and hope.

SHAREHOUSE 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 

ELDERLY PROGRAMS

TIMELESS HOPE GIVING LEVELS
$3,000  |  $2,000   |  $1,500  |  $1,000  |  $500  |  $250

ALLEVIATING HUNGER

CITIZENSHIP 

SPECIAL NEEDS

TIMELESS HOPE GIVING: 
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1 in 6 children in  
Michigan face hunger.

Clients receive both fresh and  
non-perishable food items as well  

as culturally appropriate foods.

In 2023, the food pantry  
assisted 856 families and  
provided 318,758 meals.

The UCFS Food Pantry is open to all who need food assistance.

ALLEVIATING HUNGER



*

*
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BASIC NEEDS

CASE MANAGEMENT

ASSISTANCE WITH BENEFITS AND CITIZENSHIP

INTERPRETATION AND TRANSLATION SERVICES

REFERRALS FOR AGING SERVICES 

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

HOUSING MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE

Elderly refugees often face a unique set of challenges while 
adjusting to the culture of the United States.  UCFS’ Elderly Refugee 

Program is designed to help seniors navigate through those 
challenges by providing direct services and social experiences.

SERVICES FOR THE AGING





“We make a living by what we get,  
but we make a life by what we give.”

– WINSTON CHURCHILL
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UCFS-CALC assists hundreds of individuals during the holiday season 
through our annual Turkey Drive and Christmas Family Programs. 

638 Thanksgiving turkeys  
provided with all the trimmings.

 
36 families served in our  

Christmas Family Program.

HOLIDAY GIVING





Giving is the Greatest Act of Grace
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Since the early 60s, CALC has asked the 

community to help families in need by providing 

toys, clothing, and household necessities during 

the holiday season. Each year, the community 

rallies together to support the Christmas Family 

Program. Thanks to their generosity, the holidays 

are brighter for hundreds of children and families.

CHRISTMAS 
FAMILY PROGRAM



laketrust.org

The power to uplift.

Let's take the time to listen. Connect. And get 
involved. To build stronger communities, we 
can work together to share resources and 
empower others on their journey to wellbeing. 

Visit laketrust.org/2023impact to learn more 
about our impact in Michigan.



Out-of-school enrichment programs for children and teens.

PROJECT PLAY ON!
Project Play On! increases 
participation in organized 

sports and free play, particularly 
for refugee and immigrant 
children. By the end of the 

program, participants show an 
improvement in leadership, social, 
and problem-solving skills, as well 
as an increase in physical activity 

and academic achievement.
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THE NEXT GENERATION





Out-of-school enrichment programs for children and teens.

PROJECT ACHIEVEMENT 
AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING
UCFS’ tutoring program is offered to 
children from ALICE and low-income 

households. Each week, students receive 
help with homework and work with a 
Reading Specialist to improve their 

reading skills. This is crucial for refugee, 
immigrant, and first generation children 

in the aftermath of remote learning 
implemented during the pandemic.
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THE NEXT GENERATION



BUILDING
DREAMS
CHANGING
LIVES

CALL 248.930.9300
[SCAN TO VIEW OUR LATEST MODEL] 
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At UCFS-CALC, volunteerism is crucial to our success.  We utilize the help 
of volunteers for fundraising events, children, family, and elderly programs, 

bi-monthly food distributions, and more.  

“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.”
– AESOP

4,739 VOLUNTEER HOURS IN 2023!

THE VALUE OF VOLUNTEERS 



 CONTACT: ALEX KASSAB  •  734-668-61OO 
399O JACKSON RD, ANN ARBOR, MI 481O3

 SesiLincoln.com

2024 Lincoln Nautilus®  SUV
 

THE POWER OF SANCTUARY™
DISCOVER IT FOR YOURSELF.



Without our Members, we would not be here today.  
Thank you for supporting and believing in us and 

helping to create positive change in the community. 
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THANK YOU MEMBERS!
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THRIVE PROGRAM
THRIVE provides social 
and emotional support 

to people with cognitive, 
developmental, and physical 
disabilities and their families. 
UCFS-CALC does this through 
sensory activities and events 
such as our Trunk-or-Treat 

celebration and Easter Party.



https://www.encoredevco.com/
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ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE  
COURSES (ESL)

CITIZENSHIP INSTRUCTION

MOCK INTERVIEW PRACTICE 
AND PREPARATION

LEGAL ASSISTANCE IN APPLYING  
FOR NATURALIZATION

Our Citizenship Program is designed to help Legal Permanent Residents navigate through integration and  
naturalization. UCFS offers a variety of services to do so and boasts over a 90% pass rate among our clients!

CITIZENSHIP PROGRAM



Norman Shaya  • 248-882-2225 • norman.shaya@serrarh.com
2890 S. Rochester Rd. • Rochester Hills

serrafordrochesterhills.com

2024 Ford F-150
“America’s best-selling truck for 47 years”
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Empowering 500+ pregnant women & mothers since 2016! 

INTERACTIVE WORKSHOPS
Pre- & post-partum health, nutrition,  
CPR certification and Lamaze classes

TOPICS
Breastfeeding, sleep training,  

and early childhood development

SUPPORT
Diapers, wipes, formula and baby essentials

CELEBRATION
Group baby shower, games and prizes

MATERNAL HEALTH
EDUCATION PROGRAM





www.wbiusa.org



Marisa Abbo, D.O. Nadia Atisha Vanessa  
Denha Garmo

Christine JonnaJeana Asmaro
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ADVISORY BOARD
Candace Akash

Karen Akouri
Chelsea Antoon

Dalia Atisha
Cassidy Ayar
Renee Brikho
Karen Denha
Rita Foumia
Rita Gatia
Eva Gorial

Linette Jibiraei
Jill Kajy

Hannah Kirma
Jacquelynn Kittel
Pauline Mukhtar
Tabitha Numan

Janice Najor-Barringer
Lisa Paulus

Hon. Yasmine Poles
Nidhal Rassam
Bianca Savaya

Reem Sesi
Janette Shallal
Renee Shelide
Dima Hanna

Joanne Yaldo
Renee Yaldo

Reem Sesi

Lisa Denha
VICE CHAIR

Lillian Shallal
TREASURER

Julie Garmo
SECRETARY

LeeAnn Kirma
CHAIR

2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Kristin Olmedo 
PRESIDENT AND CEO

Dalia Katoola 
CASE MANAGER

Chloe Halprin
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE

Courtney Morrow
GRANTS MANAGER

Noor Sam
CASE MANAGER

Josabela Joseph
PROGRAM MANAGER

Khalid Aldibo
SHAREHOUSE DRIVER

Raghad Gabbara
CASE MANAGER

Nada Eram
SHAREHOUSE ASSOCIATE

Arjan Kallou
PROGRAM OPERATIONS 

DIRECTOR

Natasha Kurkji
CASE MANAGER

Melissa Siba 
EVENTS COORDINATOR

Diana Al Akhona
SHAREHOUSE MANAGER

Maroa Semaan
CASE MANAGER

Miray Mikha
BOOKKEEPER

Raed Almahamid
SHAREHOUSE DRIVER

Megan Karjo
CASE MANAGER

UCFS-CALC TEAM
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A sincere thank you for the countless hours and days you’ve spent to bring UCFS-CALC’s Timeless Hope Gala to life!

GALA COMMITTEE

Jeana Asmaro Nadia Atisha Rita Foumia Dalia Atisha Fadi Fawzi Dunia Haddad 

Amy Hamama Belinda Kakos Lisa Paulus Renee Jadan Pauline Mukhtar Eva Samano 
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